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Usmadsps  eugeorpdled GLbupy  (paereug gy uieugmIGsan
umsWled g SLIDLIFISSl6iToNS).

SismaIBSEH 20099 Hewnged ‘Slp Cuaid (iperdedlbgafler
Oomyfl, vewim®, Fapsls UlpFdlemenser eaap smelitled Freulss
ol L gglevrer wrprELTeidlene Gomflgaemm BLTISS IS B UIeuTmIGa6rT,
s Flapsdlser pseorareupCor® o evsamailus  SlehiEmanb
2 GIBETL(HS  SMVEGHTEMTUd  @hEIElmanSS — bs  rpTOL
Ogaidlps@L  UDSmGHPED  BLTGSW  IBTHS6D  Glumd
vwenerd Ulyusdwdsmasud shs orhTOL @D SHIeiluIeVTLD.

Sbd PUagBSmar  HSG, OCSAEPEGL LDSMVSGHSE
Owrhlsaimn ‘Fips5as slp Besdlu Oer@ly wpubndser  eaeab
Ogral@urmeiled @F uiugmidlomear @UIGUTsH  BLISSHISEDS!.
Bgiumy  srevsdled  Bevmmauilsd  Cumlsmeteniu L  Besdlug
Oar@uy wpwpdlser upPlu Syuiursepd udlaursard Bbe oy uIeurmI(S
OIMLOBG| LIUIGTS(HLD.
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Fmisend, gymdlevd yélw Gurflseilsd  SeLWiCUDD S H@TET
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Siwys SOl s Bevssaus LweLITE 43

Slmiod] arglwr Guenevi
wamowass CsriLs Osmflorajasend ouqritmLg Csameudsepid:
wmwss sallmssmean QL wnsds Osreai Csmy oyuiey 56

Mrs. Noeline Shirome
POSTCOLONIAL READING OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’S

THE TEMPEST 86
b. SLIJTEY

urgSlwrflar sailmaseaied GeuefliLi@Ld

walls @HWLUILTLRF FAbSmandaer 90

61LD.gR.61L1. FLIGUTIT
slpLr uGorflaailed Lmadper 2 sdlsar 99

Mrs. SH. Sadeeka Farween
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STIrssE Osrawi. Gernaend Gum(menLD
- Cugrdlflwy & asfbdlygmer -

slfled e aten  @gTdlEener,  Ogmed,  QEmHOummar
S Flweupdler eupsdln@s reim sTLOw @Cr o dsITdl GlFaiameL
LOSmaGHED Sa1g AHSlETrsSlaidp Oaelluil L slp Oevdsdlssar
(Tamil Lexicon) aeiu@w  CurasrmdlCuwr@w. g,  OFam
IBTHDTGOTIG 6T (pOLIGSUileD, c%rﬁwﬂ@ﬁvu_lrﬂaﬂ L FAullearCumg,
Gamest gl o) Osr@dlsams oWHSH. S0 @g,rr@gﬂasaﬂgyw
BLlupmeter  Qempseiar gl Bs0sTms  1,04,405 YHGW. GH®OD
plewmeys Oar@gl (Supplement) erer peimid 2 6. g;uS?gp OevéFld s mant
gplailwm  salsran®  Oer@ssiCupn  augeTmHIY @Q’;IT&S@GO‘)LUJ
SHITSOwereord.  Betenmu @gﬂ&&ﬂ@) @{g’;ﬁdﬂw Flov L) &6
B miilaid, Sdlepiser, @GOIILTE SyuleuTanjser Sigmars sTw GlLmm
S|(1h(6h OFOULOTEHS  &(ThGIBTDET]. @wmﬁvg,nLLgS?@g LWISTLI(HSSSH eI
allggdled  BamevFOlFETHE6iT %nﬂaﬂﬁv‘gs 6D CI(IPSHILI @LIUJU'SSGSLILIL@GTTGTTGOT
Oumrmeir, psedled gy mIFleVSSl6D arng)u%)ug)gu, Ulesteny,  sLolifled
Uil Getengl.  OQevsdlesmears S uiailed  LweaLBSSleuHLD
GLoameBTLLeuf LIGOTT6US.

Cewsdssa, Gered, QerpOLTman @prasaﬂgj@ Blevgdlwib,

FTFGILD @,og;aﬂu_lmgjgﬂ ®hs  FTaEm  STLGEDS.  Beupiled  FTeai)
AL TIR: 23 N | HT6VS (WPOULL  WTIPLIITEIS S OTEIILILITUI
SASTTS), sﬁlwaeCc?Wrr g&gn{é) FRIGSSHITS  elaiaeuDled
ALilupmeter  udleyseen  (Entries)  am@ipras &1L B!
BleaiBas@ph FTaipred STLLLGuDmeTenea. S@Fmalullar (pseTeug)
Oar@agluiled, Plan of the Tamil Lexicon eeip u@glulled, udsb XS,
vii Quotations and Authorities cited e@mw smeuller  Fp el
allensamisear SrlbuDmieTaTer. SeuDMIAT,
3. Where, for the form, provenance and meaning of a word, the
authority cited is a dictionary, glossary or nikantu such authority is
referred to as (W), (#a1.), (BmwdL.), (M.M.), (C.G.).

7. Dictionaries are cited in the case of words which are not in common
use and of which the provenance is uncertain.

aeet mIb &meSneaETater Geuamnquiemen. (#5.) Curem &mess
@ﬂﬁ@&iﬂﬁo‘r %r%;g’) SANWITHS g')m_'luL@GfTG%lgj mnguun%gg:
wrefliurwayrd),  (Wrp.os.) 66 a;@asasgsmgsu @u[_r)gummgu
Owsdlssailed, @GMss B misailed WL EWL euprIEGL CFTHEHERL &L IGdH
asm_t_u@ug)gummm TDSHISHTL LTS WTPLILTEISSle) oL (BLD 6uLpBIGLD

Ogrev/Qurmer eraipmed, g, (J) eens @Pldsr QuUDmIeTTS).
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Cuig eupssaipred, Collog. eaas GOaLILL DeTenag). WsF Flev
Ogrmaer WL EL uTeSwSIed LWRTLERSSE ST LLCUDMIGTETET.

wimpliLmemd gl wrefliurys Ssyrdl (1842), o ailaaGor osymd
(1862), gmsdSE sITH  (1910), (1923) ereviuen  OlevsFdasaid @S
BTV Sl6D (phSluiena. Beoupen, Glovss s @ 6ot TETN] )

@afrrﬁv/@&rr‘m@un@mas@5@ ASTITHE OsTanBereng). Glevdsdldsmen

&HCury  wrplnens  FlwsE  psslusgiad  SelGgany.
OlevsFlg s afled weipatey  WMpLLTanSg  aupd@E  Cemhamans

Coysgus Oareren Couamd aam allpblleany. wrpliLransg ey
uefler o gallow prqery. Guwy efluyd wpsn CerT@dlulled 2 ami®.

wpsvTeus Oer@dlulled (us. vii),
He (The Rev. J.S. Chendler) also went to Jaffna and met Tamil
scholars like A. Kumaraswami Pillai, Mootatambi Pillai and
Prof. T.P. Hudson of the Jaffna College.

aand gapliluppieTag. Buwemd QommessOlp upHlL Sieujseiar

DPHS  SGSOD®WILT  LJeOLILIHE g,jaﬂ gl WTPLLTGMSS  aUpsE&
Ogrpaear Sy LiGuppear. Qesdlssaled gmésmy 2700 QFTmeepn

Ogrm@umpEnpd wmpliLTea aupssTas SILGupmieTerar. e, (J)
oo @Mlsa Gumperener. @& 6@ L. wm Unsdled, Clevddlsser,
60005 Cupul L Oagred/Oarm  OurersEnd@ — WTPLILITEISS!
SsITSedwCu Y aTroTEs OETadng). Seuheam, (WM. NE.) 6T6Is
@fisgieieng. () a@p @I Cupp  Cerad/Gerplunmersan
WITPLILITEONSSIL 66T FOUBSLILIL L6 GG 2 midl. (WM. i%.) 6TeIn
g{_fﬂuﬁ@ Oubhpeneu @urrg,ju LiweTm () (Common use),@svsvrrg;mm,

STHOD  LHY  GHOLD  FaDIPIQUITS SO  UTUIBSME  6T6ITd
OasrareriGlLmHmer.

WTPLILTENS S JSITSlens Y daleny wmprTanss Avlehy
LIGIQ By an3lyCeay aameuyTouy. S@grdluller Qbbb LM @I‘EJ@
anmiped CouauiBid. wWTpLiLTemsgled, 1833@e0, Goféas Wager paim
SHITSlFen (S0P — Ymdlevd, mdlood — SO, Wp — Slp)
Simwdss S L L gL euen. Cm. epm (The Rev.J. Knight) eremieuy
sLilflwied rﬁgﬂ@&g (Gabriel Tissera), ipmy Guidleusd (Rev. Peter Percival)
< SCwirfler 2 gafluy e @&mpasammg) Syl iqenmy. 1838@)60 cuewr. BM

Brpsgred usrrdl pwpsl meal LiGubpg. e, ey yliqus
gThe@eIll  LwWeLBSS]  ueingsy  ahdlrCsary  wmpliLTeaug s

SIS Yoy, gemar, euan. Gevall adGumedigm (The Rev.
Levi Spaulding) 1842860 Gleuafluil L.



g1, wrpruTenSs HSITS/ Ty &FTs oo euLpmISeTUIHD).
Bhs gwsmrﬁ SOIPleD Sy ﬁurﬂ@)afu_ﬂﬁv (PHELOWLITET  HHTTS]
LIGHL&EGHLD  (LpS6D (HDUJ[_DEHUJH'GS g;ﬁmwg,g,gl gmSSTip 58,500 @emg)&@)m
2 GTenLG&lWg. euewt. empmH HLol $o- W HITHEGHS Slyligus
Ogrhaemen  QIGLILIILWITES — D6US G asnm@ 2 allaiaGeor, SO
SEgrdlevws  1862@e0  OewelluiliLmy.  Beveurny,  wTPLILTENSS!
SHITSS@0w 2 allaialoor o@Imdle@  @f OuquuemLs  CsmLjLy
2 _6or(h GTETGVTLD.

(Wrp.oi%.) etend GDlssupmieen @&nm/@&ng)@urr@m upOlEF
ApFle@wlurgl, Brb, Owsdlsse @ sSlCwmy wrpluTass HsFTH
uppl  Oevsdlsaaller (pareug Osm@dulled, XXXViligyhd LsHHSl60
aaplujerten (psdlwiorer &G0 TaImD watmIGsTaTH CouamiBb. g,

Instead of collecting words actually in use, either in literature
or in speech, large additions of words were made from Sanskrit
Lexicons like Wilson’s Sanskrit Dictionary, without any
reference to their actual currency. Very few words in
colloquial and local use in the Tamil country proper had been
included.

maﬂug,n@m Baaiepevrd, sOpBTL B Cuggioulpd@ib, @H‘EJJSQ@‘_I'E')‘QS géﬁ@j
aubpas@w qmas&.mﬂ&.&.um_l_mw g,l_l_g,@g,m%? WITPLILIT GRS L
UE&?GU!_.Q&S@LD 2 aehJ UPEGLD LmdsaisasliuLalsoamevrs  Gumeb.

uenngsy  FhSlTCeary swa Cuisapsmasud 2 eepifled  STPHS
UPSMBUID GISBINHSSLOTL L T]!

OewsHlaasear, M @F BLgdled (ud. Xii), wTPLLTEISS
ssgrduflear plop@on sl @revienLud ammEnasl. g,

While these bilingual (Tamil — English) dictionaries were thus making
rapid progress, the unilingual lexicons remained stationary for a long
time. The Jaffna Dictionary (1842), in spite of its defects, was very
popular, as it supplied, to some extent, the growing need for a good
Tamil dictionary. Several editions of it appeared in Madras and almost
every one of them was an enlargement. These enlarged editions were
called Per-akarati or Virivakarati. Many of these were prepared at the
bidding of publishers who, in their anxiety to show an appreciable
increase in the vocabulary, caused words to be added quite
indiscriminately. Even misprints were not corrected; and, with each
new edition, errors of various kinds increased in great numbers.



aaugsT@w. Qewsdlssea, apsl udllious  soig  CameusE
SIQLILLWTES CaraiL gl aaig Osflwalldensv. OLIBLUTEID (LpSDH
ugliureCou B se0 CovemiBLb.

(Wrp.o1%.) aars GOsasLoupnal, safl em OaFraand @Gy e
Ourmeporaleur,  Oareeoraidlar v  OuTmeTsERaT 6
CurparraCGour,  @a@ming Copulr  GurmaisamsCaur  Bmsss
sremdComb.  (WTp.o5.)  eaeid  GPSsLCupy  Oerhamear @l ®
Oorssras  &mEOUTS), Fle0  (WTp.9i&.) eIy GDIGSHL
Oupmeter  QaFTpa @i G)JI_%D gmihs  Ouwis  Cemmaemen
b&&lallHGeurid. Y LY 6)JL@LDIT567 OV g N G

Cuppmaursmmd;  aups@l  Cuprgmanursend.  eehdluilma@d
sllps Gembameand sl Briged apnsTSme s Cseremei.
aupmslullmilar,  seupon  (WTp.SIs)  aars g575555 Gouemnqui
Sludlubd goULgHESTS. ambe, Sima amE apsslelmbsar acm
e GI(pBTTD 1. wngpuun@mg;ﬁ@w ST GIGDTE, G Flwimen
allpLwine  Sywowpor?  Glaimib, Uﬁummgyeﬁ fev  OQerpser
WITPLILTEISSleD  FJT6u  FTSMTEUILOTS BiGElaar. G, Gsrg)
savaniy, englorar, Hpiisse, é?mm# Ggﬂﬁv Czeang, BIPHUTEES,
ugmaer, L@DSLH, UTmas GO, Falll® e, BrHETy @i,
UTSHSTL (B @urrmgjeugbﬁmg)a’s ST Leomb. Beaupmienr Feveaupenn Siflwimailer
QSIS Bevmians &@ os  (@GOISIHTNG. (WM. E.) 6T6v&
G EEINE) LI[_D[DG)JQ)Q]@T Lpburoran Gerpaa Cwsdssam srwsdled
aupsOamflbg il LarGureid. wmpriureansg wasyrdl Csmeanm)l e
srwsdnGl Udam@r, grag &SLssiL @k  BIHDT@IGSEL
HarianGy Gevddldsa Corampluampwmed, wmpluraisg Siflei sog)
STVSID  Dupepll  Lpsssdldd  amlwurssted  CQevsdlssamisE
aupmisaieoamerrs Cumred. seored, Demeu Oevddlssailsy (J) eears
@Dsal Qupailebeney eTaTy) &(HSEVTLD.

OevwsHlaasar,  Oempasmenuyd  Gurmeneruud  (J)  ereimub,
(wrp.ois.)  eaaipd  Coumu®ssl  @plidlaid, (WM. HS.) — 6Tevd
ggﬂ&,asu@ug)g)mmwm () erer @(mSH6D @un@g,g,wrr@m TGV GTGUTGUOTLD

FSTIMEDS.  TRSHGSTLLIS, Feued eaip OCFTOMVE (1SS,
BFCaneoas@ syuGupmieior um Gurmerseasar praiE (J) aaeub
Breami® (wmp.os.) aaar GPlésliGupmererer. Qum Gummenerub
QUL B smGbCurs) Smasmaw G wrplimen aupde (J) eaeand
Oarerar Geuawmipd Curevd Caraimidng.



@Mles Oareelar gum GLimm@pLb,

Rags, tatters; aspams (J)

Poorness, thinness; eraflanw (J)

Ugliness; @euevl_gemrd (J)

Disorderlines; eupmidlaienn (wimp. Bis.)

Want of decorum; impropriety; wiflurengullaiens (wimp.ois.)
See daeued (J), (Slut; adullebevrsevar)

ok~ wh

aoiuer.  Guogud,  mapeuer  eewip  Glgmed  (WTp.ByB.)  eTed
gﬂasasu@ug)gumm@ Sipar Ourmer sarelne@eh FTSTE — BHoTeue
TGS (GLD. @[_F;‘é_};&' TSIy u_lrrgpuurrmgsgkv @LB@I‘EJGSI‘I’GDLDIT&S
aupBIGUSTGL. BFQered  wmpliurenss  eups@L  CumewGeu
@gnm@aﬁg)g}. S0P Brliged eupmSlWSTEsS Osfluailsamev.

(WM. 9IB.) 6160 @@565u@ug)gymm 6000 SiBlsLoment
Cerpaman, @aClaur@pTs, BTG PITUIMG LILDIDLSS. D6
QupBISIL  @Lped,  SFHSIILD  LHPIL) %urr@mmuumul_ﬂw oadlG Il
unjésemb. seupdlar Combmd ubdl Sl pwwand. Bg aeigren

QYUINTS — DYOWITSL.  6TeTO6y,  [BTLD mIG&  (WITP.9%.)  6TaIs
PlésLGLDpiaTaT mﬂmm&@&nrp&,mm @D HHSH  CamarGaum.
LwiFGlFTma6T, aflenara e LITeTm) plana@mud

s @LIWD. aaflgre wrpmb Cuby elGdamar  SiDwg)

oba al@Slaper. FupsTwusdled sl L eauamard @Qﬂuug, Mg,mg;
arafl aar @ Gered Coramflug. GnElu ST gl 61) u@ﬁu!p&,

Lppg. Ulaieny, Lguuquirss @sallLiul® amEng.  aflay
wabg  elGbCLTRS Cc?g;ﬂ swg. Goum  Glemed g)nﬁzﬂg)asah@w
W&&6T, SHUPLIL Ty aimjaer. Uleiany ogemen  (Lmedluled)

u@ILefFs/  euailemje)/cucdamey  eaeipery.  @ermy  umedlwed
LIETSSTILD TG GT]. @g)‘_mgymgasmm&. GIEER ﬁmﬁzﬂﬁu@amﬂ
aampeny. Bay, ploaGaupbsd aar ¢ FTGD QUPSBIMNEG 6D SHIGTETS).
aupPl@ eTev6eVTLD asngaomo LI SI6MLD Ggguurraswrrw Beaieury ereflgTa
VG  saimw  aflmaemwl  OuTmisamy  10es Gy
aerevrd. H&Ceu, (WPSHBEI (WM. H.) 6leid  (GMISsLIOLDmy6eTET
aleweny  Qampsemer  Quemerey gy, ey  upPll U
Caremmseied Hbdlés ipuicdGeurb.

. eauge LISaTLHB60

2. @ifl-gze e@mmienowimuil(hssed

3. swail-$36 OFebauized; To go, pass swiftly
4. Flamenil -0 SlewiQlewtaiianid el eTL T&eD
5. &lpmbL-sed Owebevs O gid @6

6.  (GLMIGSH6D QUGHEITEH GV
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

20.

21.
22.

23.

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

GIWSE S
SIS SV
Olsemng—5560
Olsual-$g6
OaLIf-g g 60
Oa-S56D
Olsal-$z6
OlsafgLmm-e

®&H@ b OETen(en)-Se

& OBTROBTH-S560
Oarhseail-$56
FHBpIg-SSed

FLOT6O-& 6D

UMTSSH); HlamIdhGHS 60, to powder
UBBSIS6

SQbSI FnDIS60

ey miged

NIBISTL (HSB6D

LEILOILET

Opaflbg Cursed

(Pp&LD (pFelwier eimIFHS6D

by afpsed; Lit. to take
water for washing hands. To pass urine
used euphemistically.
sl OlgebevmaumenmulLb
OENCER)
OurmiglQuipsed

Blwiw pllesamer BlamCoaunmised;
To finish

religious duties.

OummBisadL &08sT1H et

M UWITED

Blenp Coupmiged

FuITILI-&560

FTLUILI(H-S60
Slomeril-&ged

Sdlews(H—F6v

Sygmeudl-gzed
FevevmIGla (H-ge6b
Aevovb sl 1qLICLT—g 60
dpe Osil-H56
FIH-s6

Soueril-g 60
aouramisL1qCuimm-ged

CEICTIETT

G aif-5560
Olgmani(® Liemigm-%60
SEN-SH6D
SHNF—5 6D

2 ailen  Oeaidgised;, To thread in,

squeeze through,

pass through.

2 MIEIH6D, LIHTSHSH6D

s w&lpsed

Blflemipsed; To tickle, pluck, pinch,

prod.

wilwresw e gomis GClsmeirenge

A3 DI EDIH6D

silsglisslnG o L LB

AnGTSSIH6

wwily Foysed

FoUGILD  LIGHTEmm)& 60

Ulprenteurwjeneud  gilipener  bmg
auflCuw OFeid g6

HILuorged; To be minutes, subtle

Oarésilsse

Bla1p&Fd] Liamamised

10

smg Llgsse
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36.
37.

38.

39.
40.

41.

42.
43.
44.

45.

46.
47.
48.
49.

50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.

56.

57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.

SOEFULM-F60
SLBH(He-H6v

SLLIL &6
BLOL}-S60
suWilevd mar—ggeD

BmIf-Fed

B gH-ged

Sl OLTm-& 560
Silsd Cump-ged

Blréaf-gge
Smiglmr-& 6D
Sle1mil (56
SlG-SS60
SI6TEFH—S6D
Sl OILIUI-F6d
SITILO-5B6D
Srenfl-gge
Clg g5 60
CmE-&56
BHLG—& B0

BLL o556
[BLGULD  LIGHITGID}—& 6D
BEUICLITEE—S6b
BeL L&D
BIBISI—SS6
BIDD-S6

BTl L5
Bed-Gge
BT&IsD allp-Geb
BILIQU LI(H-&S60
BTQ LITT—&&6D
BTHSH-S60

smg Llgsse

ea® Olgebesed; To pass through,
penetrate

SOMDLIS 6

I Bzev; To approach

LICrssama eramGlamuilel Hd

OasLmion HT5560
SaiTEh BIsEGULIG-S60

BupuplinGase

@emmsed; To diminish

2 NFIILGS SIS

UTThSTBIEHS60

sefldsed; To be merry, jovial, jolly,
noisy

Slaudlssed; To despise

Siehd alflsHe

uwib (psdlweupmred SlHESBHB60
CUIGEICET

afleté@gev; To polish

L LCRIEETS

QU(BB SIS

L(BSS60

UGBS (PGS

wSIILHF6D

SHWTMIHed; TO waver; to be
undecided in speech or action
ACenazeh Geuised

SiFIBraflsd ST [HHe0

Blwrwb $iése0

allavgbgi BLSS60

SNl

@dlsas OFuige

LILD (PSGOILIGT & 63 MISEMEVLIGNL 6D
SITTLDIS SV

wilwregwrus Cuaged

BrLeL Oleuaiimy SPLiLBSHe
BTG LITTSSH60

[560GI1SH 6D
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69.

70.

71.

72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.

80.
81.

82.
83.

84.
85.

86.

87.

88.
89.

90.

91.
92.
93.
94.

[BTUIGLD  LIGIIGIDI—& 6D

BTaT ailH-SH6d
1blewsT6uil—g % 60

BlwSS-g6d
BlenaCum -6
Plnigsis &L G-ged
BovbST—H6
[BIGUTTBI(S 560
BTOCFTI—&56
OBLHd L (H-F6b
Op@EEisa allp—s6

Cp@EmEsuilbfla ald-geb
QLI

Cpifl Lhg-ss60
Cpmicp-sad

CpisL B-s6
OBmg LTy H-S6v
OIBTeiT @6

oL Cua—sed

psaimw  OFisgised; To rule,
exercise sovereignty, to impose

authority

Fouamd vLemigmised; To spend one’s

life-time

e  UBSSHSe; To determine,

resolve

allGaev; To leave, let go, release

OgrLmIg s

SierailBge

pellFgmuid Camuised

UT(HGH6L

BTV LSi(HSB60

G RUQUERY

@ (pLgeled  GLipm B

2 wLWSTHD. &Sy OBOB S

RUBLEICEENET

BT &L & &I 60

s Bewnqmssed; To be very long, tall

or high

OaTuigsd @eudse

uebemevd &195560;, T0 grind the teeth,

gnash

gflgal (Hgev; To settle amicably

yg1F Oauidl anmige

(pass560; To bale out, as water; to

measure out as grain

S UTTSMSBSH@E 2 L LI(HLDLIG

Cuased

Cprany gim-gs6

LITT60G00T  LIGH0TG00)| 6D

used Glouetall &1L B0 Tt  (PIQUITS @ETDInTdS ST L

(PLIIHED
LIGhEFTI—SH&6D udl pselweunmred LTjeney
LDBI(3H & 6D
UL F6mil—& 360 2_GUIEISH 60
LIGVI(& &6V LIGOGUIT (& &6V
ufl 15 @—Fed Sdwd@s S CFuUigeD
LIPLILIGHL &—B 6D upr1ICumized
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95.
96.

97.
98.

99.

100.
101.
102.
103.

104.

105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.

118.
119.

120.

121.
122.

123.

124.
125.
126.

LDDIG—5S60
uppid Lihg-Se

upmflH-g6d
uemm S (H-&60

souj (PP PDG @rgBse
Bmany Capg smmigze; To lift
together, as two persons

uprGlyern ¢l GlFuiged

Oguigl Osfalds@wrm Lmb

SNQSS60

LUTSl-& 560
LIT6L  LDMI—& &6V

uremenus GLopLbLi-ge6d

LITQQTHS(TLOT & (G~ 6V
NEZAOE T (R
UlyGeus om—ged
Syrégh-gged

L d-Sge

u&s allp-z6

L}, (6hFev (H—& 6V

L (HeULILI(h—& 6D
Oluewr Lilig—&ged
Cug-ged

Cuig euem—556
Our’ Bé @mer—z6d
Curgg] seien—ge
Oundlbg mar&H6
Curiggl ap@-ged
Gumy Cur@-ge

&S LD Lilig—&ge
wiL Uig-gged

o L P-g6d

LDL_LDL —&& 6D
1oL 606D
LDGHOTBIS]G1TT— 6D
LOGITBSL (h—& 6D

60 i el
LG &I B6D

Byemip) s umGsmTsl Lfgse
ured eupmls Gurged

Gaener dlonibLsed
OomHOLwrSse

QL BH SHETENLOUITS 60

Caremised; To appear

CouemiBzed; Siglose

MBI S6D

LB TL (&6

sauOlemral] LOBIHS6

OgramOsT’® eu@msed

ngSlunas Clameiense

Ogreiian Gamed Feumised

Cuia BiysHe

gl nlipssed

autem (paalwer Gmev Cur@sed

BeLallrg waga Csmerense

LODDG G L &Bs OlET6i e

o6l 6L Uifss Lileor

61 CEmenev Lombpuj%‘_f) OlasLrgLg
@581 apBBeD

BpupliLBsed

MEANROETY

@Mliuglsed;  To understand

indications

@dldse; To gurgle, rattle

L MBIl S(BLDLIB6D

uflweflgzed; To be fragrant, to spread
sweet smell

See emiEIdlenyged

Bysdlamisamend aisd) Qauise

Sufled eangls Glumeoemt Sy (HFev
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127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.

139.
140.
141.
142.
143.

144.
145.
146.
147.

148.
149.
150.
151.

152.
153.
154.

155.

156.
157.

158.
159.

160.

10&Sl-S60
MBS 6D
a1 CLig—geb
EBIB-SSe
OlLpmiE e
Wevreailuimi—a g0
WerGlesrpdl-s 60
levrey—ged
PHpP-5560
puwind@—ge
tpigeupl-ge
5 0sPl-H6

APSTH—-SS60
PFSSHBTL (H—G 6D
epo-Sed
Gosvr—g g0

GOLOWILD LIMTUI—&6D

Oorssafl-G560
Olord @656
Oorsemna Cum—ge
Coraf-gg6
6UGMS  LIGIITGI0)—&H 6D
UGS L|GN6IT—F6)
umaWilH-s60
CUF G (FH—S 6D
UFRIGAT-S5H6D
UFHBBIH6-5 56D
UFHSANG—SS60
UFGT-5 S0
oudlsifl-&560

Bl H1q—5F6D
bS5

B SBL (H-6D
aupdl Cur®-z6

Cauidsed

Grrus (pgeduies S)(mLbLiBeD
@(HeuaIdbsTaLl Liflh gl Cuased
allengsHed

G

@afl algse

@afl Qeuised

BNiwib aflgmflgsed
Gamuepl Hsed

Slouoreveh OlFuIgeD
BETDTE 2G0T &6V

e Cpruiled (pdgis

Caremigsed

OenaroruilmsHe

Y,GWTGOLD  SHTL (HS6D

allev@sed

GopLmLord@sed

Bm USHUPEhH FTUISEOTE GEUGITLOG)
Bimmwed; To oscillate about the middle
point as the index of a balance
LWIeNISSled SmIGHS60

Eh[QzRY

(LPGMGIT  LD(LPTBI(EH 6D

LDUIBI(S) &6V

gour® Oeuige; eufl QFuige

See ouems Liewigm sed

AL CET)

GQUGMGTUILT  LIGHTEI0)IS 6D

sl (B bmised; To get out of control
UFSH FSEI YO0

See ougBEEIS6GSH60

alleuflsged; To discourse

Gouam®aed; To request

Yoyt Ouwy sflssed

uenflsed; TO pay respects

LIGOGUBSLD  LIGIITGI0)IS 6D

sULmworui’  OurmriCummsed; To
force responsibility upon
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161.

162.

163.
164.

165.
166.

167.
168.
169.
170.
171.

172.
173.
174.
175.
176.
177.

178.
179.

180.

181.
182.

183.
184.

185.
186.

187.

b Sged
uBS QUTEIG 6D

QUULI&(FH—F6D

auuilm euemi—&s60

UTSHSTL (H—G60
ST S5
VLSS
UMV H(BH-SSH6)
UTSHSTL (h—G6D
UTE ST (h—& 6D
QUTE(@ LOTMI—&H6D
I S]-S6d
GUTUI F6NLILI-S6D
oty Fof-$560
ourut Slermmrged
UTWI L FMI-556D

LOBSS S5 2 LUl ® eurfl
tpsedluer Blpissed

LOGSSSIGE 2 L L[BSS euif]
(PpSeOIen 6160560

Lips@Se; To tame, break in

SiHUTHULB 2 awiey Csiqs
V1)

DI@ILIL|SEV

wglflpged; To estimate

SlrLiu®sed; To be firm

b6 eUEmELILIL MDD H(HEHB60
PR

UTST(HS 6D

LSS WEIESeD

a8l Geuiged; To vomit
afenr Guéas Cuaige

Tl Foud&ailsse
BTéH@&PLT CugigeD

UTUI &(LPEYSH6D
ourut QUM gHH60 Ouflwury  parefleneouiled wifluimensd
@Pwns QT UV
MSWITED  (PLqd BT 6iT(E1h 6D
2G| 60

GUTUI GULDBIGH—SH6D
urQuWITHIBIG—S6D
UTTIQ—& S 6D
UTFLILI(H—&6D
ur-Sged

l& 6mTIq— 5B 6D
AlBTH-S 60
allgrei-556
allemevdi—s60

alleneveneu—&&e6D

Cu&gLmi@aev; To be rendered
speechless; to be tongue tied

by BlyelCur®sed; To spread out and

flow

2 (HS&m (lsmeiEnseD

wsisa  Gurged;, To be over —

luxuriant in growth and unproductive

Coumiised

gL Geuiged; To impede, hinder,

obstruct, oppose

SIUI(BYISED

dlywb  BlFFunorgsed; To be settled,

sprice

dgwg Osrems @Mz, TO
estimate or fix a price
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188.
189.

190.

191.
192.

193.

194.
195.
196.
197.
198.

allond G-
DTS S F6D
allenarailener—a a6

alleovs@aed; To except, to exclude
ums ailenerdsed

Gumrebevrmig Gguised; To do a

wicked act
el (@D NPl
AIFTUS6D e Adlsras Cssfssed
Oleudsmeril-&zed warsGwLBSe; To be grieved at
heart
Glou@ -6 1Bl &6
Oleuatemar LgelT ((@1h)—H6D OVTEHBE HILGH6D
Oleualldlm—& a6 QLI CET)
Cou® &L Bz Ourl Lewm &L (HSeD
Gouewer Lyewt (@m))-H60 LOGIDT(HS6D

Gop Blopag Ger@gluilelmbs

199.
200.
201.
202.

203.
204.

205.

206.
207.
208.
209.

210.
211.

212.

FID  &(HEH—S6D Waseyb LWLILBS6

GILLLD LIHMS6D dlewLgae0; To be obtained

oTewT Li(H—36D aLILBse0; To be obtainable

afled Lig—5a6 wewd  Lligdsed; To be attracted by
smell

GTT(GTh— B 60 SaiEnse0;, 10 omit

GLO(H—BH6D Sl a6

GJLOT MG 6D Slevo(HBed; To be confused,
be wildered

gms &L (h—SH6V LIOLILI(HS S 6D

RGhF-SH6D LGS DB LIL &(&H D60

B (6hF—BH6D See @@hdHH6D

@alls s MaUSSHIT LTT—&SH60 & allvsE mausHIH

ajbg urissed; To look intently, shading the

eyes with the palm over
the eye brows

PHMI-S6V
PN SL(H-S60

PLOL-B6D

SNCEETY

sflliL@sgise0; To square up; to
balance

2 ML T&@E&S60; TO create
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213.

214.
215.

216.
217.

218.
219.
220.

221.

222.
223.
224.

225.
226.

227.
228.
229.
230.
231.

232.
233.

234.
235.

236.

237.

238.
239.
240.

241.
242.
243.
244.

@iy -&56

@O HF6D
SILLT—F60

SSP-F

&HLD(LP—G 6D

sWim OTEMELILIB-SS6D
&(h&H &L (h—F6»
SHE-S0
SBLILIG-S6

&6UEIGM 6L~ S 6D
&aUL (h—&6»
&TGHFTGT &L (H—S6D
STHSTL (60
(&H60185(F)—& 6D
OGBSI~

Qi if-gs6
GaeueLiLI(B-s60

GaLmopm &lgzed; To lie unwanted,
unsought

Fsamamgls FLO awpsiHeD

san  SlpLiglwenLsed; To be satiated
with seeing

DYMFH6D

ep®sed; To cover

AUHSSLILIRS SIS0, TO VeX
Cuirgemen LicwTamided

MG

Cuirgemen L HéHL[HB60; TO
concentrate; to stick to the point
STl Ld&STOn LIam)%e)
GUGHEITS 6V

2 @SSV

Geuplarut aflhsed; To be desolate
Ulerafmmed

aleomuwilmgsed; To sitidly
upmlOCwiflge

GlellgeD

®&H@BT Oarar(en)-se dAmy Bi allpse

OamqGur®-se

Ol&1 5165560
OlamibL-ged
OlamrenCsTEr—5560
OarmOsTy-$560
FEHB 616D

FML—5 6D
Fall-$g60
GENMT6L 6D
S5 —H6D
BBV
SOLB-$50
ShIILG-F6d
EYOEIG BT

SHBMTHE UL ILIGHHT 6060
GDWHS(HSGS60;, T0 melt

PLRISED

Oararbasrarsged; To be soft or loose
@oLoL aflhge

Faflzed; To be fermented; to grow
stale

SILIBG Slewendsed

wiflgzed; To die, used euphemistically
gpevF ClFuized

QUFLILI(HSH6D

Benaged; To be agreeable
SIUFTLILI(HS 6D

arflFFHLBS6

SSlBLILIHS60
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LEIGSD, FoLSSH6D, @g,qug,g)ﬁv Bl @SS, BTG UTTSSM,
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Ulgrs EET Gués UATTSS6D, Ourggl SeiEpS6, Curisa ICEL
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UTSHSHTL (NS, CUTEHE LOTMISH6D, 6)JITUJ Fofldse0, ailewev SiHeD G?urrmm
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OBEOBHSS6, LI&6D Oleuarerl ST (HSB6D, LI Femilg a5 60,
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GULPEBIGEUGID,  BeM6Y gyL&g'_D ‘_IT)ITI_LQGO ﬁu‘Lpas ug)rrg,gum &(HSSI60
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BHARATHI AND KUYIL PAATTU
- Dr. A.F. Mohamed Ashraff -

Bharathi is the godfather of modern Tamil poetry. He is a genius in the
exact sense of the term, is a polyglot and a polymath. His carrier as a school
student was not extraordinary, yet he exposed sparkling signs of a budding
poet. He was conferred the title ‘Bharathi’ when he was only just eleven years
old by Virudai Sivagnaana Yogi.

Two stages spot his movement. His stay in Kasi, it should be
remembered, was divinely ordained. He joined the college in Kasi known as
Jaya Narayana. Thereafter, he passed the Entrance Examination of the
Allahabad University. His main subjects were Sanskrit and Hindi. He secured
a first class.

While in Kasi he would sit on the steps of the Ganga and pore over
with rapture the poems of Shelley. Not only that, he explicated Shelley to his
willing friends. He established the ‘Shelleyan Guild’ in Ettayapuram.

During his exile in Pondicherry he became friends with Shri Aurobindo
from whom he learnt the secrets of Vedas and the Upanishads. He indicted
verses Vedic in spirit. He had translated ‘The Bhagavad Geetha’ into Tamil.
And he had translated a portion of the Pathanchali Yoga Sutras too.

Bharathi was well familiar with the four Dravidian tongues. To this he
makes a pointed reference in his article entitled ‘The Occult Element in Tamil
Speech’. In Pondicherry he learnt French. He had also translated ‘The National
Anthem’ of France into Tamil. His mastery of the English tongue is
extraordinary. ‘Agni and Other Poems and also Essays and Other Prose
Fragments’ testify to Bharathi’s mastery of English. P.Mahadevan’s statement
in this connection is fraught with significance. “...... Bharati’s admirers must

ever regret that he did not write more extensively in English”.l

Bharathi was well familiar with Shakespeare, Milton, Byron, Keats,
Shelley, Swin Burne, Walt Whitman and other poets. Even during his days he
was able to elicit handsome encomia from the Irish poet James H.Cousins
(1873-1956) and the Flemish poet Emily Verhaeren (1855-1916). The latter
was well known for his poems in French.
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Bharathi was conscious of his value as an extraordinary poet. In his
dispatch to the Raja of Ettayapuram he wrote thus:

Did not the stigma that there is no prince of bards.
For the land of Tamils, who could uplift
Sky-high the Tamil Tongue, that the whole world
May hail it,

Disappear thanks to me?2

Again of his poesy Bharathi stated:

Its taste is novel: its grace is fresh;
Its fecundity is new so are the vocables;
Aflame with novel marvel is this —

My modern verse par excellence and athanasic”3

Of his Kuyil Paattu, Mahakavi Bharathi said that it was the outcome of his
reverie.
This | saw in a reverie long, as oft

In chances to poets in day-light broad ....4

The surroundings of the Kuyil Paattu is a garden, still known today as
Kuyil Thoppu which is located in the west of Puduchery.

Bharathi was in this place during a morning where a female Kuyil was
seated on a high branch of a tree. She was singing sweetly. Bharathi listened
the sweet song of the bird in rapture. Somehow he was able to reach the
meaning of its musical notes which is about love. Bharathi held a conversation
with her and learnt from her that she was pining for his love and that if love
be denied to her, she would but pain for death. Bharathi was charmed by the
bird that told him to visit her four days hence.

Bewitched by the bird, the poet returned home and yet he but thought
of her all the time. He was unable to wait for the arrival of the fourth day. The
very next morning he was back at the garden. However, he was surprised to
see the bird repeating the very words of love to a monkey with which she
addressed to the poet. Restraining his mounting anger the poet listen to her.
Hearing the words of the bird the monkey fiercely fell in love with her. The
foolish monkey began to leap and jump and clap in glee. He blabbered his
response in his own way. Enraged of this, the poet flung his sword at the
monkey. The monkey, unhurt, disappeared at once. So too the Kuyil.
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Vexed beyond measure, the poet returned home. He became
unconscious. It was evening when he came to himself. Hearing about his
plight, his friends gathered around him and peppered him with many
questions. The poet but told them that he would answer all question the next
day and bade them go away. At this his friends moved away. Then his mother
gave him good food with a cup of milk. As hunger appeased, he had a deep
sleep.

When he woke up the next morn, he came to the same garden. Once
again he was surprised to find the Kuyil engaged in addressing a new lover,
this time a bull. Controlling his anger, he listened to the words of the Kuyil.
She praised the old bull in full-throated ease. No wonder the bull became
enamored. Even the poet was swept off his feet by the divinely sweet voice of
the Kuyil. As its song ended, the poet, as on the previous day, unsheathed his
sword and threw it at the bull. The bull disappeared unhurt. The Kuyil too
vanished. The poet returned to his house. He felt extremely unhappy that a
monkey and a bull became his cruel rivals. He thought of his plight but he
could not discern anything. His eye-lids closed and he slept deeply.

The fourth day arrived. Unable to do anything the poet was resting in
the top floor of his home. Then he eyed a black-bird in the sky. “Could this be
the vile Kuyil?” thought he. Great was the distance between him and the bird.
He came down to the street. He moved out the view the bird from a vantage
point. When he moved the bird too moved. When he stopped, it would also
stop. The bird guided him to the garden at which he arrived. Then he
confronted the bird and condemned and contemned it harshly.

The bird listened to the accusations and then said: “O Lord, you are the
sole passion of my life. You may kill me or bless me to live. | heard your
inculpation. I do not blame you at all. | cannot contradict your words; yet | am
blameless. You may not believe me. Such is my present plight”.

Then the bird persuaded the poet to listen to her in patience. She said
that in the distant past in the Podigai Mountain, she met a sage, paid obeisance
to him and addressed him thus: “T am a mere bird; but unlike other Kuyils | am
vested with a strange blessing. I am endowed with human understanding. How
1s this so?”

The sage answered the bird thus: “In your former birth, you were the
daughter of Muruga, a hunter-chief of the Chera realm. Maadan, your uncle’s
son fostered great love for you. You promised to marry him, not out of love
but out of pity.
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While so, Mottai Puliyan, the king of bow-men approached your father
and sought your hand in wedding for his son Nettai-Kurangan. Your father
readily gave his assent to this wedding. The wedding was to take place in
twelve days. Coming to know of this Maadan was distressed beyond measure.
When he confronted you, you told him that even if you were to be married as
arranged, you would devise ways and means to achieve estrangement, fling
your taali away, come back and live as Maadan’s wife. This you said, not out
of love, but out of pity.

The sage told the Kuyil that she was in those days known as
Chinnakkuyili. A few days before the marriage, you with your friends went to
the adjacent copse to play. Thither came, on hunting bent, the son of the Chera
King, all alone parted from his company, chasing a stag. He beheld you and
you, him. You two fell in love with each other instantaneously. When you
raised a few objections, the Prince did not mind them at all, knowing that you
did intensively love him. He kissed you and you two embraced each other. He
promised to marry you in the Vedic form and solemnly struck your right palm,
thus plighting his word.

Meanwhile Nettai Kurangan who arrived at the village, hearing about
your visit to the adjacent copse came running thither and beheld everything to
his chagrin. Maadan too had arrived there and witnessed everything. Neither
he nor Nettai-Kurangan saw each other. They both saw, the Prince and Kuyil
were imparadised in one another’s arms, the eyes of both shut completely.
Maadan and Kurangan both rushed, each, stabbing the Prince on his back who
turned round quick the while unsheathing his sword and in flourishes two,
struck them both to the earth. Down they fell dead. The Prince consoled Kuyili
with these words. He assured her that both will be born and will certainly
become spouses. This said, the Prince passed away. Maadan and Kurangan
became ghouls. By Maadan’s withchery, the sage said, that she became a
Kuyil bird. He also said that the Prince was reborn in Thondaimandalam, that
he would meet her and love her. He added that the devilish Maadan and
Kurangan would pursue her, cause phantam scenes causing the Prince to get
confused. Believing these, the Prince would doubt Kuyil’s feeling. Of the real
end, the sage said the Kuyili would learn later and move away saying that he
had to perform the evening ritual.

The poet heard in patience the narration of the Kuyil. He was
eventually convinced of her innocence. When the bird eventually fell into the
poet’s hand saying that her life was in his hands, he uplifted his hand and
kissed it.
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The sweet scenario suddenly ended when the poet’s reverie ended. The
story is best completed with the following observations of Bharathi.

THEN.... the grove and all, with the gem of a

Total disappeared. “Woe’s me” I loud shrieked

And swooned; when I my eyes opened and surveyed
| found around me my old books, my pen.

My journals in a heap and my old mat-

All in their wonted order; then it dawned on me that the grove,
The Kuyil, her episode of love and all

Were nothing but the hallucinations

Of an eve when Fancy doth run amuck

O ye Tamil bards, though this be fancy

Is there not in this, aught of the mystique?

Try then to dig up the arcana perdue.2

Truly speaking, Bharathi began to live only after his death. During his
lifetime only a few were friends with him and none of them were well-to-do
persons. However, these adored Bharathi, this side of idolatry. Chill penury
was his lot. Off and on he did receive some money which he spent almost at
once.

He was not well received by the pandits of his day. So it can be said
that he was not a popular figure. His funeral was attended by a very few deep
sympathizers who could be counted on one’s fingures. Barring Somasundara
Bharati, Surendranath Aarya, V.V.S.Aiyar, Bharatidasan who yet to gain dew
recognition, K.S.Venkataramani, Mu.Ragava lyengar, U.Ve.Swaminatha lyer,
Sarkarai Chettiyar, Subramaniya Siva, V.O.Chidhambaram pillai, Justice
Mani lyer, G.A.Natesan and a few others took note of him. His verses met
with harsh criticism. Yet Bharathi chose to pursue his chosen path, undaunted.

There is ample evidence in his Kuyil Paattu to show that he did
something to hoodwink his critics, Mahadevan commenting on the conclusion
of the Kuyil Paattu says: “Thus the poem ends on a dry, almost ironical note
merely for the purpose of forestalling the type of critic who is obstreperously

impercipient.”6

The dramatist personae of the Kuyil Paattu are Bharathi, a polyglot
Kuyil, a monkey, a bull( the last two being in essence ghouls) a couple of
young hunters a saint and a few nominal characters. Bharathi deliberately
provided enough room for Pseudo-critics to animadvert his work.
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So, he clearly, though casually subjoined to his poem a riddle that
would baffle all cynics, critics, criticasters and also a few good readers.
Mahadevan quotes two lines from Milton’s L’ Allegro.

Such sights as youthful poets dream
On summer ever by haunted stream.

Mahadevan also says: “The ‘Kuyil Paattu” may be compared to a great
inland lake or sea whose waters lap the shore with the surf and swell of storms
and tempests, suggesting the elemental fury of the ocean beyond, but which
are free from the taint of destruction or death. The artist soul freed from the
urgencies and conflicts of mundane existence floats on a sea of unalloyed
happiness. Mortality falls away from it until it becomes disembodied being.
Only the realization is momentary, though the memory of it is a perpetual

benediction.”’

Of Kuyil Paattu J. Parthasarathi (Bharati’s Longer Poems, 1982) says:
“In ‘Kuyil Paattu’ or ‘The Cuckoo Song’ the poet or ardent nationalism is seen
in a new aspect as a story-teller with a magic wand. The fable that he relates
combines the simplicity and passion of his utterances on patriotism with the
graces of narrative art-surprise of incidents, clash of character and sparkle of

humour.”8

While appreciating the work of J. Parthasarathi, K.R. Srinivasa lyengar
in his foreword to the former’s work says: “After mentioning the current
philosophical interpretations of ‘Kuyil’ Parthasarathi reads the tale as a
critique of the nature of true poetry. I would rather read ‘Kuyil’ considering
the time of its composition, as a political parable with a fierce
contemporaneous urgency. Perhaps the Kuyil that affirms in dulcet tones
undying love, now for the poet, now for the monkey and then for the bull, was
meant to signify the vagaries of public opinion at the time: the nationalist
swearing by the ‘extremism’ associated with Tilak, Aurobindo and Lajput Rai,
the moderates aligning themselves with the Gokhale school and still others-
the cringers and the climbers-readily collaborating with the alien

bureaucracy.”9

K.R. Srinivasa lyengar gives a superior version of the above in his
foreword to the translation of the ‘Kuyil Paattu’ by T.N. Ramachandran: “It is
not possible to read ‘Kuyil Paattu’-as we often read ‘Panchali Sapatam’ - as
a political parable? The two poems were conceived and written at about the
same wonderfully fecund period of the poet’s life.
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Bharathi was then a political exile in Pondicherry, and his close
companions were Sri.Aurabindo, V.V.S. lyer, Mandayam Srinivasachariar
and Subramania Siva. They were the children of the Mother, Knight-errant’s
in her cause, sterling patriots and flaming apostles of Nationalism. But around
them-in Pondicherry and in India-there were also the cringers, calculators,
collaborators, the traders, double-dealers, traitors who crept, intruded or
climbed into the confidence of the alien despotisms. Popularity and public
opinion were the harlots of the times. There were people who thundered about
“the benefits of British rule to India, and there were those who lustily, cried,
‘God save our gracious King! While they were afraid even to hear ‘Vande
Mataram!” and there were the spies and spoofers and quislings that didn’t
hesitate to betray the Mother for the proverbial mess of pottage. Could it be
that the Kuyil that affirms in dulcet tones external love, now for the
impassioned poet, now for the monkey, and then for the bull, was meant to
signify the diverting-self-stultifying-vagaries of political opinion that, now
swore by the religion of patriotism as preached by Tilak-Aurobindo-VOC,
now felt overwhelmed by the glories of the British connection and then felt
safe and secure with the capitalists and calculators and collaborators? The
Kuyil was certainly the ‘Soul’, but as yet only the flawed national soul veering
between the right and wrong ends and means, or between Sreyas and Preyas.
And even looking back into the right of history, the sort of complications and
catastrophe implied in the Kuyil-Kurangan-Madan drama had been played
often enough in India. The incandescence of Draupadi as ‘Panchali Sapatam’
is part of our national heritage, but the flirtatious easy-going pliancy of the
Kuyil is also part of the national character. Perhaps, after the projection of the
mystical tremendum of Draupadi as incarnate Mahashakti, Bharati wanted to
set the record straight: and hence the fascinating masterpiece, ‘Kuyil

Pattu’.”10
Footnotes:

1. P.Mahadevan, Subramania Bharati-Patriot and Poet, p. 43.
2. T.N.Ramachandran, Bharati patalkal, p. 300

3. T.N.Ramachandran, Bharati patalkal, p. 300

4. T.N.Ramachandran, The Song of Kuyil, pp. 17, 28-29.

5. T.N.Ramachandran, The Song of Kuyil, p.73

6. P.Mahadevan, Subramania Bharati-Patriot and Poet, p. 49.
7. P.Mahadevan, Subramania Bharati-Patriot and Poet, p. 49.
8. J.Parthasarathi, Bharati’s Longer Poems, p. 33.

9. J.Parthasarathi, Bharati’s Longer Poems, p. 35.

10. T.N.Ramachandran, The Song of Kuyil, p. 2.
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POSTCOLONIAL READING OF WILLIAM
SHAKESPEARE’S THE TEMPEST

- Mrs. Noeline Shirome —

Colonization is an imperial power structure which privileges the
‘Western’ values, tradition and culture. Postcolonial criticism relates the study
of the colonizer and the colonized in various perspectives. It studies how
European nations subjugated and controlled the native culture of the colonized
and how these natives have responded to it and withstood those
encroachments. The postcolonial theorists are interested in what happen to
people during and after colonialism. They use postcolonial theory or
postcolonial criticism as a specific critical lens to read a text and this specific
way of reading a text explains the effects of colonization and imperialism. In
1611 when William Shakespeare wrote the play The Tempest, colonization
was a recent concept in Britain.

Ben Jonson, a playwright, poet and a literary critic in the introductory
poem to the First Folio of Shakespeare’s play states “he was not of an age, but
for all ages” and was also the “soul of the age”. Even though colonization was
a budding concept during the time of Shakespeare, critical interpretation of his
play reveals a more complex discourse of colonialism which seems to be
prophetic of the post-colonial era. This states the unique writing style of
Shakespeare.

By its very nature, drama mirrors its time. This is more true in the case
of Shakespeare. His Plays reflect the times in which he existed. The Tempest
is considered to be the last play of William Shakespeare which is written in
1610-11. It is in this paly that Shakespeare has followed the unity of time,
place and action. The play is also an allegory of artistic creation of
Shakespeare which is said to be his farewell to the stage. The play can also be
interpreted in postcolonial perspectives. The plot is based in an island and the
description of it seems more significant of colonies, which were being
colonized during the time the play was written. Thus,

Shakespeare’s The Tempest can also be reread as a play about the beginning
of colonization during the Elizabethan era.

Shakespeare has taken this concept into consideration and has given an
account of the empirical nature of colonialism in his play. The play
allegorically reveals how the colonizers captured the land of the natives, how
they controlled the native people, their tradition and culture.
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The protagonist of the play Prospero is the Duke of Milan. He was
exiled to an unknown island along with his daughter Miranda twelve years
before the play begins. Being isolated in the middle of the sea he reaches an
unknown island which happens to be the property of the native called Caliban.
On reaching the island Prospero befriends Caliban. Prospero uses all types of
crafty process to know about the details of the island. After knowing all the
information of the island Prospero uses his knowledge and power to capture
the island and then enslaves Caliban. This act of Prospero is similar to the
situation of colonial history. Thus The Tempest, can be classified as the most
notable earlier works illustrating the fundamental aspects of colonialism.

Prospero is one of the most powerful protagonists in Shakespeare’s
plays. Prospero’s character, actions, reasoning, and the way he deals with the
inhabitants reflect the attitude of the colonizer. According to critics, Prospero
reflects the character of a colonizer. He has captured the island of the native
called Caliban and soon enslaves him in his own land. He takes the power of
the inhabitant, establishes new order in the island and makes himself the ruler
of it. On the other hand Caliban is the inhabitant of the island before the arrival
of Prospero. When seen through the lens of postcolonialism, Caliban
represents the colonized native who is betrayed by the colonial ruler. Thus he
is identified as being the representative of the colonized “other,” who is
subjected to the imposed rule of his subjugators.

Shakespeare’s The Tempest, reflects the concept of colonialism and
sheds its light significantly through the relationship between the colonizer and
the native. The re-contextualization of the play within postcolonial contexts
has drawn attention to the character of Caliban in spite of his minor role in the

play.

Caliban is the son of Sycorax, and the inhabitant of the island before
Prospero’s arrival. Caliban, seen through the lens of colonialism depicts the
natives and Prospero the colonizer who has enforced colonial domination over
Caliban. The following speech of Caliban explains the way in which Prospero
has captured the island.

This island’s mine, by Sycorax my mother,

Which thou tak’st from me. When thou cam’st first

Thou strok’st me, and made much of me; would’st give me
Water with berries in’t; and teach me how

To name the bigger light, and how the less,

That burn by day and night: and then I lov’d thee
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And show’d thee all the qualities o’ th’isle,

The fresh springs, brine pits, barren place and feretile:
Curs’d be I that that did so! All the charms

Of Sycorax, toads, beetles, bats, light on you!

For I am all the subjects that you have,

Which first was mine own King: and here you sty me
In this hard rock, whiles you do keep from me

The rest o’th’island (LIL)

The above speech by Caliban staes how Prospero has settled in his
island by befriending him first and enslaving him last. Prospero after entering
the unknown island finds Caliban as the inhabitant of the land. Prospero
befriends Caliban, teaches him his language and provides him with food and
shelter. Seeing the kind nature of Prospero, Caliban starts to like and trust him
and reveals all the qualities of the island. He shows the barren places and the
fertile places of the island. After knowing the secrets of the island Prospero
enslaves Caliban and never lets him free. The attitude of Prospero is similar to
the attitude of the colonizer. Thus Caliban accuses Prospero by using the
language he has taught him. This scene in the play gains the interest of the
critics as it interprets the exact way in which colonizers treated the native
people. Prospero gives freedom to Arial for the service it had rendered to him,
but not to Caliban because of his rebelling nature.

“then to the elements
Be free, and fare thou well” (V.i. 60)

He treats Caliban as a slave and forces him to do whatever he
commands. Whenever Caliban fails to obey his words he is punished
physically by the spirits. Thus Caliban is forced to obey Prospero for the fear
of punishment.

Hag-seed, hence!

Fetch us in fuel; and be quick, thou’rt best,

To answer other business. Shrug’st thou, malice?
Of thou neglect’st or dost unwillingly

What [ command, I’ll rack thee with old cramps,
Fill all thy bones with aches, make thee roar
That beasts shall tremble at thy din. (L.ii. 16)
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The following passage states Prospero’s address to Caliban which resembles
the colonizers attitude of civilizing the natives.

...I pitied thee,

Took pains to make thee speak, taught thee each hour
One thing or other: when thou didst not, savage,
Know thine own meaning, but wouldst gabble like

A thing most brutish, I endow’d thy purposes

With words that made them known. (1.ii.17)

The typical attitude of the colonizers is to civilize the natives. Similarly
Prospero displays how his presence on the island is valuable for Caliban which
indicates the attitude and supremacy of the colonist over the natives. The
colonizer considers the native as uncivilized savages and slaves. Prospero
views Caliban as lesser being than himself. He firmly believes that Caliban’s
existence is bound to serve his order and not to retaliate. He expects Caliban
to be grateful to him for educating him and making him learn the superior
language.

Along with his daughter Miranda, Prospero tries to educate and civilize
Caliban but both of them find Caliban’s inability to be civilized and learn what
they teach because of his tough nature. Instead of showing gratitude to
Prospero Caliban goes to the extent of violating the honor of Prospero’s
daughter.

Prospero: Thou most lying slave,

Whose stripes may move, not kindness! | have used thee,
Filth as thou art, with humane care, and lodged thee

The mine own cell, till thou didst seek to violate

The honor of my child.

Miranda: Abhorred slave,

which any print of goodness wilt not take,

Being capable of all ill! I pitied thee,

Took pains to make thee speak, taught thee each hour
One thing or other: when thou didst not, savage,

Know thine own meaning, but wouldst gabble like

A thing most brutish, I endow’d thy purposes

With words that made them known. But thy vile race,
Though thou didst learn, had that in’t which good natures
Could not abide to be with; therefore wast thou
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Deservedly confined into this rock,
Who hadst deserved more than a prison. (l.ii. 15-16)

The above lines also state how the natives are considered as savages
and their reluctance to be civilized by the colonizers. Caliban’s behavior
towards Miranda leads Prospero to imprison and punish him physically. This
makes Caliban feel oppressed and exploited in his own land. Thus he tries to
get some kind of opportunity to regain his island but unfortunately he couldn’t
able to be successful to escape the supreme control of Prospero’s knowledge
and magical power. Thus Caliban remains scolding himself for trusting
Prospero and letting him know all the secrets of the land. He grumbles all time
for being the slave in his own land.

The play ends with Prospero deciding to return to his country along
with his daughter. He leaves the island, frees his slaves and enables Caniban
to be the inhabitant of the island. At last, Caliban gets the freedom and the
right to claim his island. He gets the freedom to be himself in his native
place.This incident reflects the period when the colonizers returned to their
country after Britain gave freedom to its colonies. Yet the impact of the
colonizers and colonialism remains in the lives of natives.

The Tempest is the play which dramatizes the process of colonization
and deals with the relationship of the settler and the native. Thus the characters
of Prospero and Caliban are constantly reread in the colonial contexts which
emphasize the greatness of Shakespeare’s capacity of understanding the
aspects and the nature of human being as a whole. The tempest denotes the
idea of colonialism as it was as the turning point during the period of British
Empire. Throughout the text, Shakespeare states the colonial perspective and
the perspective of the colonized as represented by Prospero and Caliban.
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